Crufts has been and gone for another year,

however the RSPCA, amongst others have
brought into question the over-breeding of

pedigree dogs and the physical problems

that may occur...

anine Resoue Centres ang vary congemmisd

about a keephale in the Dangerous Dog

At and have spen a rise in aggressive
beeeds overloading their sanctuaries. We atso
have mary new breeds baing introduced tothe
wmdmndarfamf;ﬁrﬂh:ﬂﬁ}amﬁmﬂlﬂ
crossad Labrador) for sabe approdmatehy 20
yer a0, although their giddiness was
sometimies a bit oo much for the busy 20th
Cerbury family, hienos thiy tepmed 1o hae
decreased In popularity, The Labradiood ke
(Labcadar crodsed Poodke) canm be found in most
‘peets for sabe” ooluming these days, whether it was
& cansfully solected enodd breeding of v dogs
or just a chance breeding, fortunately they ane
generally & very nice balanced breed, Bus beware
o« W e b thee Yorkle Poo, Cocker Poo arsd
Zuchan

| woauld ot like 1o speculate if the cross-

beeeding of these two breeds wars purposefully
dione for temperament, character or the well-
Besing o swich binepds. Peophs ane paying a lot of
mioney for thee cross-brd puppies without
el rogg theesie research first - whiat weould the
character be ke of bad such Breeds? Wieukd thes
ool b difficult b manageT | have heard that the
Shitzu crass breeds hive incredibly high
maintenande ooats.

But what about thi Inheritance of
beehhaviowral problems?

Did wou realtse that the greater percentage of all
canine bebundow is genetic. 5o that means il
widr g chases after peopks on bikes which
iy fid soared that serous, bt try asking the
person on the bike if hedshe minds.

The chances ase that your dosg inherited that
lintle habit from his mother or father. Or the
apgnisdive dodg in the park, the cwner has tied
and tried to secialise him 1o other dogs but he
just hates them, barks and lunges at them as if
he'd like to bite their heads off, you can be pretty
weiell sure that the mother of father weee nat bath
Lkl baechr, cadimi ard submistive parenty

Az a canane behaviourist, | et asked 1o koo at
and advise on many dog problems. Amything
froen persistent roaming. mat wanting to come
Iheack to thee crevmeer o miaybe even biting the: neat
door neighbour More often tham not with a
little determination and & lot of hand weoek, un-
waribed behadiour can be modfied and ina ot
of cases completely cured.

0 cowarse the same guestions crop up time
and time sgain
= Why does my dog befuawe e this?

+ (D we ol socioiise M e Enough o8 o puppy T
»  Digwe stop tfaose raining ciesses a bit foo soon?
= Are e e erough with himyher?

wwwerusstrinnbifcmngamineom

Who should we be locking at fora
T anEvwers?

Wad chee Exther/Sire &5 $oft a5 a bun?
Did MeaherDam have a habiy of
nipping people’s heel?

Of course thens will abways be
condcienlious breagders that have not
anly got thelr dogs hip scored, eye
tested ete but looked borg and
hard at deg and bitch and
thowght, yed these didgs mat only
hawe fantastic looks ba thay
ah have good, laid back
temparaments, iet's breed from
thism, they will produsce
some fne puppies.
Unikortunately mot all dog
gawners emibarking on a litter of
paippies are taking a bong hard look at the
battom lire . .. and that is ... . will they make a
nice amenabile By pet for somecne? Or was
this lister of pups punely produced on baaks and
Inoles alone?

Moty achvice b you i be careful when choasing
that mew puppy: don't be afraid 1o ask questions,
the reputable breeders won't mind.  Rememiger
it s & life tirmee commitmsent . just ask these
simgie questions:

What were their reasons lor bieeding these
puppics?

Can you rmeet the mether and father and sae
them integrating with other dogs, try and book
ot Tor anvy tssues of agoeession, possessheness,
RErvoUsRess oF neurotic behssisur.

Thee chances ane thak i aary of the: following are

M
@®More often than not with a litle
determination and a lot of hard work,
un-wanted behaviour can be modified
and in a lot of cases completely cured @

spotted vabien viewirg muen amd dad your nesly
acquared bithe fourdegged bundle of joy just
might bes following in his or her pasenis
foatsteps in approsimately 18 maonths time.

Tricia Wills has been practicing as 3 Canine
Behinvigurist and has been taking cane and
socialising dogs of variows breeds for over 20
yiars Im the West Country for further details wisit
v triciawills. ook
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